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IF 12 bai tho ndi tiéng nhét caa Rudyard Kipling sang tac nim 1895 va in nam 1910
trong cuén Phan thwéng va Tién (Rewards and Fairies), gém truyén va tho.

Bai tho' dwoc coi la mot sy thé hién dac biét thanh cong vé chii nghia khac ky, chu
nghia chap nhan nghich canh cua théi dai Victoria

Theo két qua thém do dw luan cua dai BBC nam 1995, bai tho nay duwgc coi la bai
tho tiéng Anh hay nhat moi th&i dai.

Kipling k& rang bai tho nay dwoc nhiéu noi in thanh t& nhw nhirng birc tranh dé treo
trong phong lam viéc, trong phong ngu hoac nhirng noi trang trong va ho coi bai tho
nay nhw nhirng |07 ran day. Nha tho T. S. Eliot (giai Nobel Van hoc nam 1948) goi bai
tho nay cla Kipling la mét "bai tho' vi dai" trong moét s6 tiéu luan phé binh cta éng.

IF duoc dich ra rat nhigu the tiéng trén thé gidi. Mot ban dich sang tiéng Phap la
“SI” clia André Maurois. Rat tiéc la ban tiéng Phap da khong theo sat voi nguyén ban
tieng Anh, hau nhuw chi lay y ma thai.

Ban dich tiéng Viét clia Tchya Dai Birc Tuén lai chi dwa vao ban tiéng Phap noi trén
nén néeu ghi la dich bai tho IF clta Kipling thi ngudi doc sé thay khéng chinh xac.

Cam nhan thay bai tho co vé da tom lwgc mot so triét Iy song clia Phat gido nén
chung t6i chuyén dich nguyén ban IF cta Rudyard Kipling sang tiéng Viét voi nhirng
van tho “luc bat” sau day.

Tam Minh Ngé Tang Giao
(Virginia, USA, thang Mwéi nam 2014)



If...

If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies,

Or being hated, don’t give way to hating,

And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise:

If you can dream—and not make dreams your master;
If you can think—and not make thoughts your aim;

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,

And stoop and build ‘em up with worn-out tools:

If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,

And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breathe a word about your loss;

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,

And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them: ‘Hold on!’

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,
If all men count with you, but none too much;
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,
And—uwhich is more—you’ll be a Man, my son!

RUDYARD KIPLING
(1865 -1936)

Néu...

Néu con tu tai an nhién

Khi ngw&i chao dao va phién trach con;
Néu con tin twéng minh ludn

Mé&c ngudi nghi ky khéng budn tin con;
Néu con quyét chi che trong,

Hay ngudi gian déi, minh khéng theo ngudi,

Ai san han, minh thanh thoi,

Khong khoe ban ngé, khong Ioi tw kiéu;

Néu con mo wéc da diéu
Khéng sting bai méng, sém chiéu buéng loi;
Néu con suy nghi chuyén doi
Khong dung, lai b ra ngoai muc tiéu;
Néu con dbi xir hai diéu
Thanh Céng, Hoan Nan déng dé&u nhw nhau;
Néu con nhan nhuc trwdc sau
Nghe chan ly vén tir 1au dep 1&i
Nay phuwong gian xdo dong choi
Cé tinh xuyén tac bay ngwdi vé minh;
Hay con nhin sy nghiép minh
Ca doi xay dwng, tan tanh phut giay,
Va con quyét tao lai ngay
Du khéng phuong tién, tréng tay, tiéu diéu;

Néu thau gép cla rat nhiéu
D6 den nwéng hét khi lidu &n thua
R&i con khéi nghiép nhw xwa
Khong than tai sdn minh vira tiéu tan;
Néu con tam tri I&' lang

Strc tan, luc kiét chdng mang lam chi,
R&i vwron 1én tiép budc di

Gil» nguyén Y Chi kién tri: “Quyét tam!”

Néu con dao hanh ven phén,
Khéng phan Vua hodc thwéng dan can ké;
Néu thu hay ban dbi bé
Khé lam con bj nao né ton thuwong,
Néu nguoi tinh toan da dwong
Nhwng con van thdy tAm thwdng dang chi;
Néu tivng pht lang tréi di
Con d&u tan dung khéng hé b qua;
Thi con oi, cdi Ta Ba
Clng muén sy vat: con la chd nhan
Va hon niva quy bdi phan
Con sé la ké Thanh Nhan con a!

Tam Minh NGO TANG GIAO
(chuyén dich tho)




